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July 2,$th. The following letter was received from Mr Ruskin about the edition of the Poems illustrated by Dante Gabriel Rossetti, Millais, Holman Hunt and others, in which my father had taken great interest, having called on most of the artists so as to give them his views of what the illustrations ought to be.
EDINBURGH,
July 24^, 1857. MY DEAR SIR,
It is a long time since I have heard from you and I do not like the mildew to grow over what little memory you may have of me.
It is however no excuse for writing to say that I wanted to congratulate you on the last edition of your poems. Indeed it might be and I hope will be some day better managed, still many of the plates are very noble things, though not, it seems to me, illustrations of your poems.
I believe in fact that good pictures never can be; they are always another poem, subordinate but wholly different from the poet's conception, and serve chiefly to show the reader how variously the same verses may affect various minds. But these woodcuts will be of much use in making people think and puzzle a little; art was getting quite a matter of form in book-illustrations, and it does not so much matter whether any given vignette is right or not, as whether it contains thought or not, still more whether it contains any kind of plain facts. If people have no sympathy with St Agnes, or if people as soon as they get a distinct idea of a living girl who probably got scolded for dropping her candle-wax about the convent-stairs, and caught cold by looking too long out of the window in her bedgown, feel no true sympathy with her, they can have no sympathy in them.
But we P. R. B.'s1 must do better for you than this some day: meantime I do congratulate you on " The wind is blowing in turret and tree," and Rossetti's Sir Galahad and Lady of Shalott, and one or two more.
1 Pre-Raphaelite Brotherhood.